European Patents : Early Stage Procedure & Paying Search Fees

Decision chart for action after issuance of a partial search report on a direct European patent application

o EPO partial search report defines “inventions” (claim groups) I and |l
¢ Only invention | is searched
¢ EPO invites payment of additional search fee for invention Il
¢ EPO invites payment of additional search fee for invention Il within two months
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Applicant retains option to file divisional application to pursue other invention.

Search fee will be refunded in divisional application filed to pursue an invention that has already been searched.

Contact Us

For more information on Mewburn Ellis LLP and other intellectual property matters, please visit our website at
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